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BE A CHAMPION
Support local nonprofits

GiveBIGWA.org

The need to GIVE 
                 is BIGGER than ever.

DONATE MAY 4–5

JORDIN CANADA
Seattle Storm

GiveBIG Champion

JORDAN BABINEAUX
Seattle Seahawks

GiveBIG Champion

WeeklyWhidbey

From testing to treatment to vaccine delivery, our healthcare 
heroes have worked tirelessly to keep us safe and healthy. 
However, the financial impact of COVID on 
our local health system cannot be overstated. 
With your help, WhidbeyHealth will continue to meet 
the needs of our diverse community.
So please GIVE BIG!  Together we can do this!
Go to whidbeyhealth.org/foundation
or mail your donation to WhidbeyHealth Foundation 
P.O. Box 641, Coupeville, WA 98239
or call the Foundation at 360-678-7656, ex. 6501.

THERE ARE
NO TIME-OUTS IN HEALTHCARE
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Ambitious senior 
that I can be when 
encouraged, I took 
my friend Don's 
Toshiba laptop out-
side today to type this 
column.

As we learned in high 
school Spanish, “No 
es posible.” 

Because of the sun, it 
was too bright to see the laptop screen.

Squinting was of no benefit. In fact, we may as 
well call this Squint Week. No complaints here.

Let's have an outdoor festival. The Squint Fest. I 
can almost see the t-shirts now. 

Sun is Out, Squint On!

AYKM?
After waking and turning on a few lights, I start 
the coffee before heading down the drive to get 
the morning paper.

No wonder Dad got up early. Check the paper 
before missing the kids' morning get-to-school 
fun.

No school buses around here, so I can sip and 
read in quiet.

Today's sports page almost had me thinking I 
was reading the April Fool's issue of the Seattle 
Times.

The Mariners were listed as first in their division.

Good thing I was sitting down.

I checked. This was no misprint or fake sports.

Feeling gratified, I made another cup of coffee 
before putting my Mariners hat back on.

Bananas
There is nothing quite like a banana. With our 
warmer weather, I have been eating more 
bananas. When in doubt, have a banana.

Since Siri and Alexa were at lunch, I checked 
Wikipedia about the history of the banana. 
There was not much to read. Bananas were 
already here.

“A banana is an elongated, edible fruit, 
botanically a berry, produced by several kinds of 
large herbaceous flowering plants in the genus 
Musa.” Sometimes I make a musa when I eat a 
banana.

The world's largest producers of bananas in 
2017 were India and China, which together 
accounted for approximately 38 percent of the 
total production.

Our granddaughters love bananas. Easy to hold. 
Easy to chew. Fun for the gums.

Furthering my research, I wondered about the 
expression Top Banana. 

Apparently, such is an idiom for a boss or 
leader. It has also been used as the term for the 
principal comedian in a vaudeville or burlesque 
show.

In law school, the valedictorian was the top 
banana. Wikipedia points out some synonyms 
that may cause a smile. Know anyone who acts 
like a big cheese, big enchilada, big kahuna, big 
wheel, grand poo-bah, head honcho, kingpin, 
muckety-muck or top dog?

Top Banana is also a video game, an episode in 
the comedy show Arrested Development, and 
the title of the 1951 Broadway play starring Phil 
Silvers. Phil and Rose Marie, and other Broad-
way stars from the play, also made a 1954 film 
with the same name.

No matter who the top banana is in your life, 
thank them a bunch.

You may groan here.

Say what?
Other than employment, probably my most 
expensive loss during this pandemic has been 
my hearing aids. Somewhere in Freeland, while 
taking my masks on and off, off went the 
hearing aids. 

Given the lightness of these hearing aid devices, 
I always check to make sure they are on and in. 
In doing so, I often feel like a third base coach 
giving signs to a batter.

After losing something expensive, I try to feel 
better with fantasy relief.

ON TRACKON TRACK
with Jim Freeman

Using my fantasy relief package, I determine 
how many years I enjoyed the item. Then I 
factor in the cost, determining what the yearly 
charge would have been as a rental.

Imagine renting hearing aids. Is it loud enough? 
Can I hear you now?

Once I calculate the annual fee, I divide that by 
the number of days in the year to determine the 
daily fee.

Dividing that number by 24 hours in the day, I 
now have an hourly rate.

Divide that by two since there are two hearing 
aids and we have an hourly rate for each device.

Much cheaper than a plumber.

Maybe I don't need replacement gear. What do 
I need to hear? I live alone.

The last time I saw Grandpa Freeman at the 
hospital in Springfield, Mo., I asked the floor 
nurse, "Which room is Reverend Freeman's?"

"Just walk down the hall to the room with the 
loud TV."

What else would she expect? Grandpa was 
cranking the Baptist hymns on Sunday morning.

Post shot one 
Yesterday, after receiving one of those blue-
inked envelopes from Medicare, I sat quietly 
wondering what my 20 percent Medicare B fee 
would be.

Hallelujah. Presented in big bold letters I saw 
This is not a Bill. Surely one of my favorite 
expressions. Along with This page left intention-
ally blank, I find comfort in This is not a Bill. No 
reason to hurry the read. Not time sensitive.

Yet, curiosity always prevails so I read the small 
print.

Holy first shot, Batman. Moderna charged the 
Feds $28.69. Wonder how long that committee 
met to come up with the 69 cents. Medicare 
paid Moderna $17.16. Will I get another blue-
inked envelope that says on the sheet, This is a 
Bill?

I guess I'll wait on writing a check for 11 bucks 
and some change. There may be a late fee. I 
had the first shot on Groundhog Day so I would 
remember.

If I get a real bill, should I tip the shot shooter?

Whale of a good time
Thanks to the Orca Network's annual Welcome 
the Whales events, last Saturday was worth 
missing some sunshine. Who knew I would 
attend the webinars to learn about gray whales 
and photogrammetry or the science of making 
measurements from photos.

We enjoyed our virtual whale day parade with 
Mark Wahl's Whale Day Parade Percussionists 
rocking the Salish Sea.

If you want to watch the parade to tap your toe 
while seeing the smiles, the three minutes plus 
video is on YouTube at: 
https://youtu.be/3uW0gZWZatc 

Twain wisdom
Mark Twain is the kind of guy I would like to 
have sitting on my porch without his mask. 
The following Twain quotes were discovered at 
www.pepquotes.com/mark-twain-quotes. 

If you tell the truth, you don't have to remem-
ber anything. 

The two most important days in your life are the 
day you are born and the day you find out why. 

Whenever you find yourself on the side of the 
majority, it is time to pause and reflect. 

I have never let my schooling interfere with my 
education. 

Kindness is the language which the deaf can 
hear and the blind can see. 

Get your facts first, and then you can distort 
them as much as you please. 

You meet people who forget you. You forget 
people you meet. But sometimes you meet 
those people you can't forget. Those are your 
friends 

Life is short, Break the Rules. Forgive quickly. 
Kiss slowly. Love truly. Laugh uncontrollably 
And never regret ANYTHING that makes you 
smile. 

To read past columns of On Track in the Whid-
bey Weekly, see our Digital Library at www.
whidbeyweekly.com.
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OAK HARBOR EMBLEM CLUB

Spring Fling
Friday Evening, April 23 • Saturday, April 24, 10-3pm
155 NE Ernst Street • Oak Harbor
360-675-7111

GIFTS 
GALORE

Need a New Mattress?

Help support tHe Music prograMs at oHHs

every purchase supports the  
oak Harbor High school  

Band and choir Boosters!

Cash | Credit Card | Check | Layaway | Financing (OAC)

• New, Top Quality, Brand Name Mattresses

• All Sizes Available

• 30+ Styles on Display

• Brand New with Full Factory Warranties

• Delivery and Haulaway Available

• All Forms of Payment Accepted

Custom Fundraising Solutions 
will convert the Fieldhouse to 

a “show room” with a variety of  
mattresses to choose from.

Twin from $229 • Full from $259
Queen from $299 • King/Cal King from $499

10am to 5pm
Saturday, May 1 

OHHS Fieldhouse

www.cFsBeds.com

COVID safety protocols are followed • Masks Required
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BitsBits & Pieces

Letters to the 
Editor
Editor, 

South Whidbey Hearts & Hammers misses you! 
Like so many other organizations, we have 
been greatly affected by the COVID pandemic. 
Our annual Work Day the first Saturday in 
May has been the hallmark of our work in the 
south Whidbey community for over 27 years. 
Canceling our 2020 work day was very hard 
for us to do, but the right thing. We are once 
again faced with the same dilemma. Like last 
year, we believe bringing so many volunteers 
together while still in the pandemic would not 
be in anyone’s best interest. As a result, we 
have canceled our 2021 Work Day once again 
and are putting our efforts into next year’s 
event Saturday, May 7, 2022. 

There are still so many individuals who need 
our help and we continue to work to assist 
them with small repair issues through our 
Home Emergency Action Repair Team (HEART) 
program. Our team works very hard, although 
with limited scope for the projects we are 
accomplishing at this time. Priority is always 
given to health and safety and we follow all 
of the CDC guidelines that apply to such work 
to keep our team and the homeowners safe. 
We are also working with other nonprofits to 
forge new partnerships to leverage the work 
we do for larger projects. We understand there 
is, and will be, so much work to do when we 
can gather together again. That is what we are 
looking forward to so much! 

We are hopeful we may be able to have a cele-
bratory gathering this fall, to give our sincere 
thanks to all of you who have supported us 
through the years. Please watch for informa-
tion about that and our next Work Day by 
visiting out website at www.heartsandham-
mers.com, or our Facebook page at facebook.
com/southwhidbeyheartsandhammers/. We 
look forward to seeing you again soon! 

H.L. “Rusty” Palmer, President
South Whidbey Hearts & Hammers

Island County Sheriff’s Office 
Offers Drug Take Back Drop Box

In lieu of a single day for drug take backs, 
Island County Sheriff’s Office maintains a drop 
box in the lobby of the Annex Building at 1 NE 
6th Street, Coupeville. The hours for drop off 
are Monday through Friday 8:00am to 4:30PM, 
excluding holidays. 

Please place any pills, tablets or capsules in a 
Ziploc type bag to place in the drop box, do 
not dispose of the entire bottle. The following 
items are not accepted at the drop box:

Syringes, needles or other sharps; inhalers, 
such as those for asthma; liquids; mercury 
thermometers; iodine-containing medications; 
illegal drugs or substances.

[Submitted by Island County Sheriff’s Office]

Skagit Valley College accepting 
Fall Quarter applications for 
its Applied Bachelor in Applied  
Management (BASAM) degree 
with tracks in General 
Management and Health Care 
Management  

Skagit Valley College (SVC) is pleased to 
announce applications are now being accepted 
for fall enrollment in its Applied Bachelor  
in Applied Management (BASAM) degree  
program. The program offers two tracks, 

General Management and starting Fall 2021, 
Health Care Management.  

BASAM is a two-year, 90 credit workplace- 
oriented program designed for students who 
have completed an associate degree in any 
field, including those that do not typically 
transfer to four-year universities. The learning 
environment replicates the on-the-job learn-
ing environment with upper-level courses 
that model a management view perspec-
tive. Classes meet once a week and partic-
ipants undertake the bulk of their learning 
independently or in groups. The costs for the 
required learning materials are capped at $50 
per upper-level course.  

The BASAM program is led by Sunaina Viren-
dra, MEd, MBA. Virendra joined the Skagit 
Valley College faculty in 2015, following a 
25-year career as an international Fortune 
500 executive, during which she held leader-
ship roles in Public Affairs, Strategy and M&A, 
Finance, Marketing, Consumer Insights, and 
Revenue Management. BASAM participants 
often express their appreciation for how the 
BASAM program emphasizes real life applica-
tion, relevance, and workplace context and the 
ways in which Virendra brings her own experi-
ences into the classroom. 

Applied bachelor degrees at SVC are selec-
tive admissions programs that begin each 
Fall. Interested individuals must attend 
a program briefing before applying. The 
incoming 2021 cohort is limited to 20 for 
the General Management track and 10 for 
Health Care Management. For program infor-
mation, or to sign up for a program brief-
ing, please visit www.skagit.edu/basam, or 
contact Sunaina Virendra (Sue-nay-nah Ver-en-
dra), Applied Management instructor and 
program chair at 360-416-7635 or email 
basam@skagit.edu.  

About applied bachelor degrees in Washing-
ton: Some individuals earn a non-transfer, 
professional/technical degree at a commu-
nity or technical college and later decide to 
pursue a bachelor’s degree. In response to 
that need, many community and techni-
cal colleges in Washington, including Skagit 
Valley College, offer applied bachelor degrees 
where people can take two more years of 
upper-level coursework to earn their four-year 
degree. Those with work and family responsi-
bilities can pursue their degree where they live, 
work, and raise their families. In addition to its 
BASAM program, SVC offers an Applied Bach-
elor degree in Environmental Conservation.

[Submitted by Arden Ainley, Chief Public Infor-
mation Officer, SVC]

Talkin’ Weather with Dr. Cliff Mass
Whidbey and Fidalgo Communities In-
vited to Evening via Zoom with Popular 
Weather Expert

Ever wonder why thunderstorms are so wimpy 
over the Northwest, or why our spring season 
seems to go on forever? Or even wonder will 
this be a good weekend to get out on the 
boat? Weather expert Dr. Cliff Mass has the 
answers, and the America’s Boating Club of 
Deception Pass invites the community to an 
evening of “Talkin’ Weather with Dr. Cliff 
Mass,” featuring the popular radio personal-
ity and blogger. The virtual event will be held 
Thursday from 7:00 to 8:30pm via Zoom.

Mass’ Cliff Mass Weather Blog and podcast 
Weather with Cliff Mass provide timely 
weather forecasts for the Pacific Northwest, 
detail current and future weather topics, and 
discuss related topics. Mass, renowned profes-
sor of Atmospheric Sciences at the Univer-
sity of Washington, is author of the book The 
Weather of the Pacific Northwest. His areas of 
expertise include numerical weather modeling 
and prediction, the role of topography in the 
evolution of weather systems, regional climate 
modeling, and the weather of the Pacific 
Northwest. 

To participate, please contact Bob McCrary 
at rmccrary09@gmail.com or 916-206-1114. 
Zoom link and instructions to join in will be 

emailed to guests prior to the start of the 
program.

The America’s Boating Club of Deception Pass 
is a 44-year-old nonprofit organization with 
over 80 members from Whidbey and Fidalgo 
islands. It is part of the United States Power 
Squadrons, a nonprofit boating organization 
dedicated to education and training of safe 
boating activities.

[Submitted by Jennifer Geller, Marketing Offi-
cer, DPSPS]

Two Outstanding Skagit Valley 
College Students Named to the 
2021 All-Washington Academic 
Team
Skagit Valley College (SVC) students, Sydney 
Sharp (of Anacortes), and Sarah Head (of Oak 
Harbor) were named to the 2021 All-Washing-
ton Academic Team. Both were honored at the 
26th annual ceremony, which was held virtu-
ally April 15. 

The annual All-Washington Academic Team 
ceremony provides an opportunity for commu-
nity and technical college students to be 
recognized for their academic achievements 
and community involvement. This year’s team 
included 60 students representing community 
and technical colleges throughout the state. 
Governor Jay Inslee provided the keynote 
address to honor the team for their achieve-
ments and signed a proclamation naming April 
15 as All-Washington Academic Day. 

Sydney and Sarah will be recognized by SVC 
President Dr. Tom Keegan and Washington 
State Representative Dave Paul, D-Oak Harbor 
(10th District) at SVC’s Board of Trustees meet-
ing in May.

Sydney Sharp is majoring in Bioengineering 
at SVC and maintains a 3.83 GPA. She is an 
active member of Phi Theta Kappa (PTK), serv-
ing as the Theta Upsilon Chapter President and 
the Greater Northwest Region President. She is 
also one of two legislative interns for the State 
Board for Community and Technical Colleges 
for the 2021 legislative session. In addition, 
Sydney works as a Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, Math (STEM) tutor at SVC. In her 
free time, she likes to cook and bake, go bird 
watching, and enjoy music. 

During the ceremony, Sydney was honored 
with the following scholarships:

$1,500 for being a 2021 Coca-Cola Academic 
Team Gold Scholar.
$1,000 from the Washington State Associa-
tion of College Trustees for being a Trustees 
Scholar. 
$750 from the Washington State Employees 
Credit Union for being a Top 16 Scholar.
$250 from KeyBank as a member of this 
year’s All-Washington team.

Sarah Head is a Biology major at SVC and 
maintains a 3.90 GPA and is in her second year 
as a Running Start student. Sarah enjoys hiking 
and exploring the outdoors with her family 
and dog. She also likes staying inside to read 
a good book or working on one of her crafts 
or hobbies. Sarah loves working with animals, 
which is what she says inspired her to pursue 
a bachelor’s in biology. During the All-Wash-
ington ceremony, Sarah was recognized with a 
$250 scholarship from KeyBank. 

The All-Washington Academic Team has 
become the showcase for Washington’s 
community and technical colleges because it 
honors the academic high achievers who have 
demonstrated a commitment to success in the 
classroom and in the communities where they 
live. In addition, it demonstrates the state’s 
commitment to scholarship and commu-
nity service on the part of those attending 
the state’s public community and technical 
colleges.

Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor soci-
ety for two-year colleges, symbolizes excel-
lence in higher education and a commitment 
to students. PTK has recognized and encour-
aged scholarship among two-year college 
students for over 92 years by providing enrich-
ment while promoting the academic integ-

rity of the associate degree program. For these 
reasons, the American Association of Commu-
nity Colleges has designated PTK as the official 
honor society for two-year colleges.

The All-Washington Academic Team program 
is sponsored by the Washington Association of 
Community and Technical Colleges, Washing-
ton State Association of College Trustees, State 
Board for Community and Technical Colleges, 
and Phi Theta Kappa. Longtime major sponsor 
KeyBank provided $250 scholarships to all of 
the students on this year’s team.     

[Submitted by Arden Ainley, Chief Public Infor-
mation Officer, SVC]

Local Business News
Rob Schouten Gallery Presents 
Sculpture Spectacular

With its sculpture garden in full bloom the 
focus this month at the Rob Schouten Gallery 
in Langley is on sculpture; in the garden, and 
inside the gallery as well. Robert Adamson’s 
colorful glass flower arrangements on top of 
the gate lead the way into the garden. Among 
the tulips, hyacinths and daffodils you’ll 
find bronzes by Sharon Spencer and Geor-
gia Gerber. Several steel sculptures by Richard 
Nash and Dan Freeman are shown beside Dale 
Reiger’s cast glass houses that are illuminated 
at night. Sue Taves, Penelope Crittenden, Lane 
Tompkins, and Lloyd Whannell have contrib-
uted stone sculpture, and Woody Morris’ 
water wall enhances the experience with the 
subtle sound of trickling water. 

Inside the gallery these same artists share the 
floor with sculpted glass by Fritz Dreisbach and 
Dan and Joi LaChaussée. Some fine woodwork 
by Gerard Del Monte, Bruce Launer, and Gary 
Leake is also among the offerings this month, 
as are the witty bird sculptures of Pam Kueny 
Taylor and the intriguing assemblages of Sara 
Saltee. 

Rob Schouten Gallery, a premier showcase 
for Whidbey Island and Northwest artists, is 
located at 101 Anthes Avenue, Langley, at 
the corner of First and Anthes. Spring gallery 
hours: weekends 11:00am to 5:00pm; Tues-
days & Wednesdays by appointment, and 
other weekdays 11:00am to 4:00pm.

For further information, call 360-222-3070 or 
email info@robschoutengallery.com

Time to Bloom at Whidbey Art 
Gallery 

Whidbey Art Gallery members are looking 
forward to spring color and the wide variety 
of blossoms at this time of year. Its members’ 
show, entitled Time to Bloom, reflects the 
change of seasons. Light, color, fresh buds and 
gleaming sunshine mixed with rain and rain-
bows have inspired the work. 

Whidbey Art Gallery’s featured artists this 
month are Jandellyn and Johnathan Ward. 
They create metal and glass garden art that’s 
fun, exciting, whimsical and full of inspiration. 
Many of their items are like nature with a little 
twist and color. Their pieces make the perfect 
gift for gardeners and nature lovers alike. They 
have some fun new work coming as well. 
Surprise someone with something special, 
handmade by local artists.

Stop by the gallery, Second St in Langley, 
Thursday through Mondays from 11:00am to 
4:00pm. Whidbey Art Gallery offers gifts for 
every occasion. 

Penn Cove Gallery Featured 
Artist: Pat Collins

Penn Cove Gallery is featuring the work of 
wood sculptor Pat Collins in May. Collins has 
been sculpting wood for over 30 years. He 
strives to showcase the beauty and natu-
ral figure of fine hardwoods, without being 
tied to the restrictions of realism. In the words 
of Vincent Van Gogh, “Leave the obvious 
vague and exaggerate the essential,” which 
for Collins, “the essential” is the wood itself. 
Collins will be working at the gallery May 7. 
You can stop by and learn more about his 
beautiful “stylized” sculptures. 

Penn Cove Gallery is located at 9 Front 
Street in Coupeville. Open Thursday through 
Monday, 11:00am to 4:00pm. Beginning Friday, 
May 28, the gallery will resume normal hours 
10:00am to 5:30pm. www.penncovegallery.com
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ONLINE STORE! freeland-store.mybigcommerce.com

 

Habitat for Humanity
New: Mattresses, Flooring, and Online Store!

freeland-store.mybigcommerce.com

 OAK HARBOR • 290 SE Pioneer Way
360.675.8733

OPEN: Mon - Sat 10am - 5pm
store@islandcountyhabitat.com

FREELAND • 1592 Main Street
360.331.6272

OPEN: Mon - Sat 10am - 5pm
southstore@islandcountyhabitat.com

www.islandcountyhabitat.org I Donation hours: Mon - Sat 10am - 5pm

of Island County

Need New Flooring?

of Island County

ONLY $2.05 SF! • 100% Waterproof
• Affordable
• Easy to Install
• Stylish
• Environmentally Friendly 
• Superior Durability 

Déco Flooring SPC
Now Available at Both Stores!

20 YEAR 
WARRANTY 

FOR NON 
COMMERCIAL 

INSTALLATIONS

Freeland Location OnlyFreeland Location Only
..........................
50% Off
Clearance Sale On All Used Paint
Interior and Exterior
30% Off.......................
All Used Tile, Lighting & Flooring
While supplies last

..........................
50% Off
Clearance Sale On All Used Paint
Interior and Exterior
30% Off.......................
All Used Tile, Lighting & Flooring
While supplies last

Commercial-Free Time: Each spring, families 
across the globe pledge to enjoy “screen-free” 
time. Explore technology-free interests for 
minutes in your day, an hour, an afternoon or an 
entire Saturday. Chances are, you will discover a 
whole lot about your children and yourself. Pick 
up paintbrushes, explore a new park, pursue 
a new hobby, and make great memories. You 
won’t regret tuning into those around you. 
At Screenfree.org, there are101 Screen-Free 
Activity ideas, a BINGO card and even a Screen-
Free logo you can share with your contacts to let 
them know you’re offline.  

Military Kids: They Serve Too: Every day, 
children raised by those who serve our country 
experience sacrifices and challenges unique to 
military life. To recognize their service to our 
country, April is designated as the “Month of 
the Military Child.” Military children are honored 
with the color purple to demonstrate children 
of all military branches are supported. The 
dandelion is the “flower of the military child,” 
illustrating wherever they land, they can grow 
roots and blossom. 

In the book “Navigating Military Life with Inten-
tion and Grace,” Adrianne Amundson writes 
transparently and with gratitude about how chil-
dren raised by the men and women who serve 
have the same selflessness, courage and strength 
as their active-duty parents. The kids are in the 

home, offering both solace, and chaos – they’re 
kids after all! It's a vital, compassionate contri-
bution to and encouragement (read: character 
building!) for the parent at home. Not every day 
is a good day of course, and this is where WE 
come in – anyone, be it neighbors, friends, or a 
random act of kindness by a stranger. Military 
children are being raised by military spouses. 
Serving them is serving the kids.  

Amundson recommends being “that” friend 
who shows up when you see a need (because 
military spouses don’t always ask for help when 
they need it) and be a safe place for what-
ever they’re encountering today. What would 
you really appreciate in those moments when 
a spouse is away? A warm welcome to the 
neighborhood, a meal, an encouraging note on 
their door, an invitation to activities, or an offer 
to just listen could make the difference. Talk 
with your own kids about those in their schools 
they encounter who are new, and what their 
lives might be like. If you want to know more 
about the real grit and glamour of military life, 
Amundson’s book is palpable and enlightening. 
I personally was not a military child, but having 
“met” her through this book multiplies my 
appreciation for them.  I am even more on the 
lookout for the next opportunity to serve our 
military families.   

Family 
Guide
By Amy Hannold

Outdoor Playscape on Whidbey: Mother 
Mentors of Whidbey Island invites all Whidbey 
families to Drop-In Outdoor Playdates once a 
week in either Oak Harbor or Langley, through 
June 16. These free, outdoor sessions will run 
from 9:30 to 11 a.m. Playdates will rotate 
between Bailey’s Playground at Windjammer 
Park in Oak Harbor and the playground behind 
Playscape Langley. All families, regardless of 
where you live, are invited to join. This is a 
chance to meet families you might not normally 
meet!  

Bailey’s Playground at Windjammer Park will 
meet: Monday, April 19; Monday, May 3; 
Monday, May 17; Friday, June 4; and Monday, 
June 14.  

Playscape Playground at Langley will meet: 
Wednesday, April 28; Wednesday, May 12; 
Wednesday, May 26; Wednesday, June 9; and 
Wednesday, June 16.

Safety: All adults are required to wear masks at 
all sessions. Children over age two are encour-
aged to wear masks. Mothermentors.org 

Buy a Mattress, Boost a Band: The OHHS 
Choir and Band Boosters Mattress Fundraiser will 
be held at Oak Harbor High School Saturday, 
May 1, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. A wide variety of top 
brand mattresses, (with full factory warranties), 
pillows and bed frames will be on sale, with 
a portion of the proceeds benefiting the high 
school’s programs. Facebook.com/ohhsband-
boosters

Mom’s Special Day: Mother’s Day this year is 
May 9. As Stevie Wonder said, “My Mom was 
my greatest teacher, a teacher of compassion, 
love and fearlessness. If love is sweet as a flower, 
then my mother is that sweet flower of love.” 
Mother’s Day is a day to say “thank you” to the 
women in your life who nurture and encourage 
you. Creatively show them how special they 
are, including your children in the celebration so 
they, too, value the people who invest in them.

At Education.com/worksheets/mothers-day, 
you’ll find free printables, including coloring 
pages, letter and story writing ideas, Mother’s 
Day Coupons, Mother’s Day cards, and a page 
where your child writes “All About Mom.”  

FUN MAY DAYS:
May 3-7:  Teacher Appreciation Week – Be sure 
to send a note to those educators who have 
been with you during this unprecedented time.  

May 4: “May the Fourth Be with You” Star 
Wars Day – This phrase inspires strength, resil-
ience and courage. Whatever is before you, may 
you meet the challenge with power! A great 
boost reminder, very timely, whether you are a 
“Star Wars” fan or not. 

May 10: Clean Up Your Room - It’s time for 
“Spring Cleaning” – Start with one room at a 
time and celebrate all month by de-cluttering 
your spaces.

May 11: Eat What You Want – Include a little bit 
of the foods you love in your diet, throughout 
the month. But remember, everything in moder-
ation leads to a better body outcome.

May 15: Chocolate Chip Day – Where can you 
include chocolate chips? Pancakes, muffins, 
cookies, smoothies, or over ice cream? Whether 
dark or milk chocolate, they are an essential 
“gold” in a healthy diet that includes all food 
groups. 

May 16: Love a Tree Day – Plant a new tree in 
your space, or simply begin to plan out your 
garden for upcoming months of color. 

May 21: Pizza Party Day – A great day to dis-
cover new pizza toppings to expand your taste 
horizons. Pizza, from its crust to toppings, can 
be made differently every day!

May 28: Sunscreen Day – My dermatologist says 
we need to wear this year round. Even in cloudy 
weather, the sun’s rays affect our skin’s health. 
This day is a great reminder to instill a layer of 
sunscreen into your daily routine.

May 28: Hamburger Day – Just in time for 
Memorial Day, make a burger “sky-high” with 
lots of healthy toppings. Memorial Day is the 
absolute sign more days of grilling in the sun-
shine are ahead!

May Means Summer is On the Way: Whid-
beyIsland.MacaroniKid.com has a daily calendar 
of activities, memory-making inspiration, event 
information, and guides to things you’ll enjoy all 
summer long!
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By Alec Brown Whidbey Weekly

Holland Happening won’t be happening this year—but the 
Oak Harbor Chamber of Commerce is making sure islanders 
have something to celebrate. The Klompen Canal Race and 
Food Truck Turnout will be this weekend from 10 a.m. to 8 
p.m. both days. The Klompen Canal Race will take place at 2 
p.m. each day. Over six food trucks are confirmed and more 
are still waiting for confirmation. 

As to why Holland Happening, an annual celebration of the 
island’s Dutch heritage, is canceled again this year—one can 
already guess. The last Holland Happening saw over 10,000 
attendees, including people from the mainland and Canada. 
Current state guidelines simply don’t allow such a gathering. 

“With it being COVID and we can’t do what we would love to 
be able to do, we’re doing a small two-day event which will 
be the food truck event, and it’s going to be right here beside 
the Chamber where the farmer’s market usually is,” stated 
Oak Harbor Chamber Executive Director, Vicki Graham. “And 
then we’re doing our Klompen Canal Race and that’s a big 
hit with kids, adults, anyone; you purchase the wooden shoes 
and you decorate them any way you want to decorate them, 
then we race them down a canal we have made.”

This Klompen Canal Race doesn’t work quite the same as 
other races, however. 

“We’re going to have the canal put up at the chamber to race 
the shoes,” Graham explained. “Now the way this race goes 
is a little different. The first one over the waterfall wins, the 
middle shoe over the waterfall wins and the last shoe over the 
waterfall wins. There are three winners in each race. Instead 
of first, second and third, there’s first, middle, and last. 

“The Klompen Race is from 2 to 3 p.m.,” Graham continued. 
“Everybody can purchase [the klompen] on that day and we’ll 
have the table set up for you to decorate them. We have a 
race on Saturday and then a race on Sunday. The reason why 

we say 2 to 3 p.m. is because when you put the shoes in, 
depending on how the shoes are made, sometimes it takes a 
while for it to get down the canal. You can’t put your hands 
in there, you can’t help your shoes down the canal. We have 
one designated person that makes tidal waves, so that can 
help push the shoe down the canal.” 

Klompen can be purchased for $5 each while supplies last, 
either in advance at the chamber office or before the event. 
Winners of the race will receive gift baskets. Photos of the 
asssembled baskets will be posted on the chamber’s Facebook 
page —  facebook.com/oakharborchamber/. 

But this weekend isn’t just the Klompen Canal Races. Every-
one who attends needs to eat! That’s where the Food Truck 
Turnout comes in. 

“Where the farmers market was in previous years, that’s 
where our food trucks are going to be set up,” Graham 
stated. “It’s going to be two days: Saturday and Sunday from 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m.—and of course if there’s a line at 8 p.m. 
you can finish out the line.”

Attending food trucks include Julie’s Lumpia, Robbie’s 
Donuts, Orlando’s BBQ, Northwest Kettle Corn, the regular 
carnival food truck, and more. 

“We serve lumpia, rice noodles, fried rice, chicken adobo, 
bubble tea and strawberry lemonade,” said Julie Knox of 
Julie’s Lumpia. 

Northwest Kettle Corn will be serving kettle corn - no Hawai-
ian shaved ice this time – and the carnival food truck will be 
serving all the staples of a fair, according to Graham. 

“She will have elephant ears and funnel cakes, cotton candy; 
she will have ice cream cones, root beer floats, banana splits, 
frozen bananas, and chocolate covered strawberries,” she 
said.

All public health and safety guidelines will be closely followed. 

“Everyone is to adhere to all the guidelines,” Graham said. 
“You need to wear your face mask, you need to keep your 

Gibbon leaving OHPS   p. 12

Oak Harbor Chamber combines new 
tastes with old traditions this weekend

File Photo Courtesy of Oak Harbor Chamber of Commerce 
Klompen of all colors, shapes, and sizes await you at the Klompen Canal Races, to be held 
this weekend next to the Oak Harbor Chamber of Commerce.

File Photo Courtesy of Oak Harbor Chamber of Commerce 
Onlookers watch as brightly decorated mini klompen drift and float their way down the canal at a previous Holland Happening Klompen Canal Race. Races will be held this weekend next 
to the Oak Harbor Chamber of Commerce, along with a Food Truck Turnout.

Tax Returns • Financial Statements • Consultations • Bookkeeping
Financial Statements • Estate Planning • IRS Resolotion

360-675-3030 • kjonesinc.com • 1199 SE Dock St • Oak Harbor

Celebrating Over 34 Years Of Business In Oak Harbor

$495 TAX PREPARATION 
For your 2020 individual income tax return!

What’s included? 
All standard forms and schedules to complete your form 1040.

acleanstreak.com • brian@acleanstreak.com • Fully Licensed & Insured • CLEANCS851PA

We Clean It All!
PRESSURE WASHING

ROOF CLEANING
GUTTER CLEANING
WINDOW CLEANING
Give us a call today for a quote!

360-395-5748

BEFORE

AFTER

See KLOMPEN continued on page 12

Thank you for reading! Please recycle the Whidbey Weekly when you are finished with it.
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www.soundsportsnet.com

Broadcasting 
Oak Harbor High 

School and 
Skagit Valley 

College Athletic 
Competitions

Saturday 4/24
SVC Women’s Basketball vs Bellevue College, 5pm

Tuesday 4/27
OHHS Baseball vs Ferndale, 4pm***

Wednesday 4/28
SVC Women’s Basketball vs Whatcom CC, 5pm

***-Audio only on SSN
“DualCast” - OHHS Home events on YouTube – 

“OHHS Wildcat Media”
“DualCast” - SVC Home events on YouTube – 

“Skagit Athletics”

Pre-game show 15 minutes prior to all start times.

LOCAL SPORTS ARE BACK!

2 Gallon
Roses

2 Gallon
Roses

REG: $28.99
SALE: $23.99

SKU 139178
(Limited to stock on hand, 

not valid on prior sales)
Sale dates 4/21 – 4/27

Freeland

Hardware
1609 E. Main Street • Freeland

360-331-6799
acehardware.com

Monday-Saturday 8am-7pm • Sunday 9am-6pm

All entries are listed chronologically, unless there 
are multiple entries for the same venue or are 
connected to a specific organization (such as 
Sno-Isle Libraries) in which case all entries for 
that venue or organization are listed collectively 
in chronological order under one heading.

Drive thru Fisherman’s Breakfast
Saturday, April 24, 7:00-11:00am 
Deer Lagoon Grange, Langley

Join your neighbors for a hearty breakfast 
burrito with eggs, potatoes, cheese and 
sausage, a side of salsa and your choice of 
coffee or juice drink. By donation. Deer Lagoon 
Grange #846 is located at 5142 Bayview Rd.

Spring Fling
Saturday, April 24, 10:00am-3:00pm

Oak Harbor Elks Lodge, 155 NE Ernst St.

Presented by the Oak Harbor Emblem Club. 
Stop by for a selection of gifts galore.

Klompen Canal Races
Saturday, April 24, 2:00-3:00pm

Sunday, April 25, 2:00-3:00pm

Oak Harbor Chamber of Commerce,  
32630 SR 20

Get your klompen shoes and decorate them 
to enter the Klompen Canal Races! Shoes 
available at Oak Harbor Chamber for $5. More 
info can be found at www.facebook.com/
events/435725904193401.

Eric Vanderbilt-Mathews & 
Friends
Saturday, April 24, 7:30-9:30pm

Sunday, April 25, 2:00-4:00pm

Whidbey Island Center for the Arts, Langley
All Seats: $25

Home-grown musicians Eric Vanderbilt-
Mathews, Keegan Harshman, Sidney Hauser, 
and Katyrose Jordan reunite - and are joined by 
drummer Will Mapp - for a performance of jazz 
standards, new works, and a tribute to Chick 
Corea. Tickets for Saturday’s show are $30 
and currently Wait List only. For tickets or more 
information, visit www.wicaonline.org.

Dine Out for Kids
Sunday, April 25, 8:00am-3:00pm

Monday, April 26, 6:30am-4:30pm

Sunshine Drip, 306 N. Main St, Coupeville 

A portion of the day’s sales will be donated 
to the Coupeville Schools Foundation. The 
foundation provides an “extra measure of 
support” through teacher grants, college 
scholarships and the Promise Fund.

Shop Out for Kids 
Sunday, April 25, 11:00am-3:00pm

Madrona Blossom, 13 NW Front St,  
Coupeville 

A portion of the day’s sales will be donated 
to the Coupeville Schools Foundation. The 
Foundation provides an “extra measure of 

support” through teacher grants, college 
scholarships and the Promise Fund.

Spring Flower Bowl Fundraiser 
Through April 25
$40

Proceeds will be used to create a fun and 
safe grad night for OHHS graduating seniors. 
Each beautiful 10-inch bowl will be unique 
and potted with seasonal flowers. Cost is $40 
per bowl. Orders must be picked up at the 
Greenhouse May 3-8. For more information 
or to order your Spring Flower Bowl, email 
ohhsgradnight2021@gmail.com or call 360-
929-1353.

Upcoming Sno-Isle Library Events
See schedule below
Cost: Free:

Open Book: Kazu Kibuishi
Saturday, April 24, 4:00-5:00pm

Join Kazu Kibuishi, bestselling author and illus-
trator of the graphic novel series Amulet as he 
discusses his current projects, offers a look at 
his studio, and demonstrates his art. Resister at 
https://sno-isle.bibliocommons.com/events/.

Meet Author Steve Olson 
Thursday, April 29, 6:30-8:00pm

Meet Steve Olson, award-winning author 
of Eruption: The Untold Story of Mount St. 
Helens, and 2017 winner of the Washington 
State Book Award for history and nonfiction. 
Resister at https://sno-isle.bibliocommons.com/
events/.

Discuss the Classics with Rita Bartell Drum
Thursdays, 12:30 or 7:00pm

Enjoy a pleasant hour of shared wisdom and 
fellowship as we consider the words and hope 
of times past and weave a fabric of renewed 
hope by leaning on the “Classics.” Contact: 
ritadrum777@gmail.com for Zoom link.

Meetings & Organizations 
Pacific Northwest Naval Air 
Museum    
Wednesday, April 28, 11:30am

Oak Harbor Elks Lodge, 155 NE Ernst St.

During this monthly luncheon, Museum Pres-
ident Wil Shellenberger will address the state 
of the museum/foundation and describe 
the upcoming events and challenges to the 
membership. He will then respond to ques-
tions and comments. Following Shellenberger, 
Dr. Jesse Kennedy, of the North Cascades 
History Museum, will launch a teaser about 
the loss of a Lockheed PV-1 Ventura from NAS 
Whidbey over the North Cascades Jan. 14, 
1945. The complete story will be told at the 
luncheon May 26, COVID restrictions permit-
ting. Admission is free but a no host lunch will 
be offered for $12.

What’s Going On
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with Kae Harris
Let’s Dish!

BACK TO BASICS: LET YOUR  
INGREDIENTS DO THE TALKING!

Spring is becoming summer and soon 
the sunshine will be warming us up. Of 
course, the go-to foods at this time of year 
incorporate fresh ingredients from a range 
of sources. Whether it’s a simple seafood 
supper, a light lunch consisting of salad or 
a refreshing fruit smoothie, the weather 
dictates the culinary trends. Or does it? 
This last year has been something else 
entirely and so many people are looking for 
an aspect of life that’s deeper and richer. 
Food experts across America are feeling 
the trends and this year may just be one of 
comfort eating, exploration and going back 
to basics - all with a whole new perspective.  
I think it’s a pretty safe bet that most people 
became somewhat more involved in their 
meals at some point this last year, more so 
than they might have been pre-COVID. I 
know I’ve ventured out of my box and tried 
my hand at making dishes that had intimi-
dated me before. I’ve used ingredients I nor-
mally wouldn’t have given the time of day 
and, here’s something else: I started playing 
around with the timing of when ingredients 
are added during the cooking process. 

Don’t get me wrong – I know for many 
ingredients, there are specific times you add 

them to the dish and start cooking them (or 
whatever), but there are those that are ver-
satile enough to play around with. Ginger is 
one example. Cooking ginger mellows the 
flavor, so the longer it’s cooked, the more 
subtle the notes. If I really want a zing, a 
kick in my dish, I add the ginger towards 
the end of the cooking process. Timing, bal-
ance and getting to know your ingredients 
can transform a meal from standard, run-of-
the-mill fare to a true culinary experience.

Spices in general are very susceptible to 
when they are added and what in manner 
they are used. Toasting spices beforehand 
allows them to bloom and become more 
aromatic, thereby perfuming the dish with 
their flavor profiles. However, certain spices 
can be rather strong and may overpower 
the palates of some people; in this case, it 
is best to place the spices in some cheese 
cloth and add them to the dish mid-cuisine 
before removing the spice teabag from 
the dish at the end of cooking. I am a firm 
believer in making a dish as bold and spicy 
as possible, but this allows the spices to 
lend their subtle flavors without overwhelm-
ing everyone.

In addition to time, following the season-
ality of fruits and vegetables can make a 
world of difference to your meals. Modern 

2021

DONATE 
MAY 4-5, 2021

SUPPORT OAK HARBOR MAIN STREET

www.givebigwa.org/oak-harbor-main-street-association

Support Oak Harbor Main Street Association's mission to 
actively promote a vibrant, historic waterfront community.

Your donations will go towards our lighting project, 
Serendipity Lane pedestrian walk way, 
and a pop up plaza gathering place.

Call Junior Scroggins
*Up to 100 linear feet, first floor only

General Contractor • 360-672-0275
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED • LIC. #TOPTITH827OD

IT’S TIME 
FOR SPRING 
CLEANING!

Gutter Cleaning Special$11995*

IT’S TIME 
FOR SPRING 
CLEANING!

$11995* Gutter Cleaning Special
Specializing in:
Interior Remodel 
Fencing, Decks
Sidewalk & Driveway Cleaning

farming methods and consumer trends have 
led to fruits and vegetables being available 
year-round, rather than during the time of 
year nature deemed to be the best season 
for the variety of produce we consume. The 
month of April is the best time to consume 
rhubarb, peas and asparagus, with May 
signaling the beginning of the apricot and 
strawberry season. While it is nice to eat 
a tomato year-round (the best time of 
year is actually in August due to the warm 
weather), it is important and prudent to 
start paying attention to the seasonality of 
produce, as not only will they be of a much 
higher quality and taste, but also because 
it is the economically savvy move to make 
considering seasonal fruits and vegeta-
bles are always cheaper when they are in 
season!

While talking about seasonality of fruits and 
vegetables may not come as a surprise to 
most of you, I think there are not as many 
people who are aware of the fact various 
types of meat have their seasons, too. Beef 
and pork are best consumed during the 
winter months; chicken and other fowl 
are most favorable in the summer, with 
lamb being at its tastiest in spring and the 
beginning of summer. Intense, commercial 
farming has made all of these products 
available throughout the year, but if you 
pay attention to prices, you will see the 
cost to the consumer follows the trends I 
have mentioned. By respecting the season-
ality of pastoral products, we are able to 
promote sustainable, more humane farming 
practices, coupled with better tasting, more 
economically viable options for us, the 
consumers.

Returning to these food “basics” will 
ensure we get more out of our ingredients 
while spending less on them. Additionally, 
by being more aware of how our food is 
produced and the amount of energy and 
water used to produce it, we can ensure a 
more sustainable farming model is imple-
mented, benefiting us and our planet. As 
I mentioned earlier, rhubarb is in season 

during April, and while it is an ingredient 
many people may not be familiar with, it is 
absolutely delicious! I have included a recipe 
for rhubarb crumble that is sure to satisfy all 
of your comfort food cravings and bring you 
a sense of warmth when you need it most. 
Try it out and let me know what you think 
of it, along with any other comments, by 
writing to me at letsdish.whidbeyweekly@
gmail.com so I can respond and share your 
Dish!-worthy stories and anecdotes!

Rhubarb Crumble
500g rhubarb, chopped into chunks the 
     length of your thumb 
100g golden caster sugar

For the crumble topping:

140g self-rising flour 
85g butter, chilled 
50g light brown muscovado sugar 
50g chopped walnuts

Tip rhubarb chunks into a saucepan with 
golden caster sugar. Cover and simmer on a 
very low heat for 15 minutes, adding more 
sugar if you want. When soft (but still hold-
ing its shape) and sweet enough, pour the 
rhubarb into a medium baking dish.

Heat oven to 400°F. To make the topping, 
rub 140g self-rising flour and 85g chilled 
butter together with your fingers until you 
have a soft, crumbly topping. Add 50g light 
brown muscovado sugar and 50g chopped 
walnuts and mix together with your hands. 
Scatter the topping over the rhubarb and 
bake for 30 minutes or until golden brown 
on top.

Serve hot with a scoop of your favorite ice-
cream or thick vanilla custard.

www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/rhu-
barb-crumble

To read past columns of Let's Dish in the 
Whidbey Weekly, see our Digital Library at 
www.whidbeyweekly.com.

You can strike the 
match that ignites 
a lifelong love of 
learning.

Donate to the 
South Whidbey Schools Foundation 

during GiveBigWA or online at 
www.SWSFoundation.org

Check out our new 
& improved website!

1131 SE Ely Street
Oak Harbor

360-682-2341

www.whidbeyweekly.com
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MORTAL KOMBAT (R)
THE UNHOLY (PG-13)

This Weekend!This Weekend!

BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 4PM, FIRST MOVIE BEGINS AT DUSK, APPROX. 8:15PM
11 & OVER $6.50*; KIDS 5-10 $1.00*; 4 & UNDER FREE *CASH PRICES
GO KARTS OPEN AT 4PM FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY
1403 N MONROE LANDING RD • OAK HARBOR 
360-675-5667 • www.bluefoxdrivein.com

Friday, April 23 thru Sunday, April 25

Your local experts on ductless heating and cooling

360.321.4252
IslandHeatPumps.com

PROTECTING OUR WATER RESOURCES 
BY PROTECTING YOUR ONSITE SEPTIC 
SYSTEM

Whether it’s the never-ending sunsets stretching 
across the Strait of Juan de Fuca, the snowcapped 
Olympics and towering Cascades, rolling farmland 
dotted with old-growth forests, or a gaggle of 
marine mammals playing by the water’s edge, 
Whidbey and Camano Islands provide a unique 
and awe-inspiring view of the relationships 
between human and natural systems. 

One of the most important relationships residents 
of Island County have with our natural environ-
ment is the one we have with water. It surrounds 
us, providing a thriving habitat for coastal and 
marine species. It falls from the clouds above us 
and replenishes our aquifers and wells. Often 
unseen and left unsaid is how wastewater can 
negatively impact both human and natural 
systems.

Wastewater is any water that comes in contact 
with human and animal waste, food scraps, oils 
and greases, soaps, and other chemicals. Over 70 
percent of Island County residents utilize onsite 
septic systems to treat and dispose of their waste-
water. Think of a septic system as your home’s 
personalized wastewater treatment plant. Septic 
systems treat and disperse the properly treated 
wastewater back into the environment. Wastewa-
ter coming from your in-home fixtures settles in a 
large, concrete treatment tank and eventually is 
dispersed through a series of pipes, known as a 
drainfield, to the soils below that contain microbes 
which provide another form of treatment. Some 
septic systems can include much more complex 
components to assist treatment. When operating 
appropriately and receiving routine maintenance, 
a septic system can live a long life. When operat-
ing a septic system in a failed state, situations like 
surfacing sewage or sewage backing up into your 
home are possible. 

Bacteria, viruses, and parasites commonly found 
in human and animal waste cause disease by 
introducing pathogens into ground and surface 
waters. They can impact the marine species that 
reside in these aquatic habitats. Large portions 
of coastline in Penn Cove, Holmes Harbor, and 
Maxwelton watersheds are closed to shellfish 
harvesting due to excess in harmful types of 
bacteria. These harmful bacteria are affecting the 
natural processes that have governed our lakes, 
streams, wetlands, coves, harbors, and shorelines 
for thousands of years. 

It’s no secret talking about wastewater and 
septic systems can be a stinky conversation. Like 
centralized wastewater treatment plants in larger 
cities, septic systems require constant vigilance 
and routine maintenance. Septic systems are one 
of the largest investments you can make and with 
proper care, will boost your property’s value. With 
so many Islanders relying on these systems, it’s 
a good idea to become better acquainted with 
them and try practicing some of these tips.

Prevent Septic Problems by “Studying Up”
Knowing what comprises your septic system, the 
role different components play and where they 
are located will give you a more complete picture 
of your property. If you are planning any home 
improvement projects, it’s important to make 
sure construction and heavy equipment does not 
damage septic system components. This knowl-
edge will allow you to landscape your property 
accordingly, as plants with shorter, less extensive 
root systems are more suitable. View our handout 
to get helpful tips on how to appropriately land-
scape around your system: www.islandcountywa.
gov//Health/EH/Documents/LandscapingYourD-
rainfield.pdf. 

Visit the Island County Public Portal (https://co-is-
land-wa.smartgovcommunity.com/Public/Home) 
to view your septic system’s “as-built” and review 
the intricacies of your system. Island County Public 

Health (ICPH) and partnering organizations also 
offer online training videos: www.islandcountywa.
gov/Health/STWD/Pages/Septic-101.aspx. 

It’s also important to know the telltale signs of 
failing septic systems. If you notice slow drainage, 
gurgling fixtures, boggy lawns near components, 
or sewage odors, get in touch with an Island 
County-licensed Maintenance Service Provider 
(MSP). Updated lists of MSPs, installers, designers 
and pumpers can be found on our website at: 
www.islandcountywa.gov/Health/STWD/Pages/
Home.aspx. 

Be Proactive, Call a Professional
When you purchase a property that utilizes a 
septic system, it becomes your responsibility to 
ensure it is properly operating and maintained. 
Regular inspection by a professional will increase 
your system’s lifespan. Routine maintenance 
allows for the repair of smaller problems before 
they snowball into far messier ones. According 
to Washington State and Island County Code, it 
is required to have your septic system inspected 
every three years for conventional gravity systems 
and annually for any other type.

It helps to think of a septic system the same way 
we think about buying a new car. It’s a significant 
investment that can go sideways in a hurry, but 
with routine inspections and proper mainte-
nance, you’re able to protect your investment for 
decades. Larger issues with your system, much like 
a car, can cost you thousands of dollars to repair. 
These regular inspections will have an added 
benefit when selling your home. Often, informed 
buyers and lenders will not pay top dollar for a 
home that has a malfunctioning system. Protect 
your investment and property by having your 
system properly inspected and maintained. 

The sentiment behind routine maintenance is 
heightened in specific sensitive watersheds like 
Penn Cove, Holmes Harbor, and Maxwelton that 
already experience water quality impairment. 
Septic systems in these watersheds are often over 
30 years old, located in poor soils for treatment 
and dispersal and rely on old treatment tech-
nologies. However, many other areas across our 
islands run into these barriers as well.

Worried about a costly repair? ICPH has partnered 
with Craft3 Clean Water Loans, a non-profit, non-
bank, community development institution to help 
repair or replace failing septic systems. Please visit 
our website to learn more financing information: 
www.islandcountywa.gov/Health/STWD/Pages/
Financial-Assistance.aspx. 

Healthy Home Tips
Practicing healthy household habits when it comes 
to what goes down the faucet, drain, or toilet 
goes a long way to improving the health of your 
septic system. The only things going down the 
toilet should be human waste and toilet paper. 
Treating faucets and toilets like a trashcan or 
liberal use of a garbage disposal could clog lines, 
back up sewage, and damage other components. 
In addition, flushing strong acids and bases in 
detergents and cleaning products can kill the 
bacteria helpful in treating wastewater. 

Conserving water and repairing leaking fixtures 
will reduce the chances of overloading your septic 
tanks. Common conservation practices include 
spacing out washing cycles and showers. Directing 
rainwater from gutters and downspouts away 
from components will prevent oversaturating the 
soils serving the septic system. 

While onsite septic systems can be a stinky 
topic to discuss, knowing the basic functions of 
your system, practicing heathy home tips, and 
remaining vigilant by having your system routinely 
inspected and maintained are all crucial parts 
of our mission to protect public health and the 
environmental integrity of these beautiful islands 
we call home. 

Make a  Make a  
DifferenceDifference

By Nolan Simmons 
Environmental Health Specialist, Island County Public Health Department
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Life
Tributes

SUSAN JEAN (LOPEZ) COLTRIN
Susan Jean (Lopez) Coltrin passed away peacefully Feb. 25, 2021, at 
age 77. She grew up in Burbank, Calif. Her husband of 56 years, Bill, 
daughter Jocelyn, and son Jason were able to be with her and say 
goodbye. She was preceded in death by her parents, Susan and Art 
Lopez, her sister Janice Lopez Dittamore, and her beloved dog Remy. 
We know she is with them and Jesus Christ and God now.   Jean was 
soft spoken, intuitive, and a very good listener. She could see beauty 
where others may not. She was adventurous, witty, and funny. Once 
intrigued with a subject, she would dive in deeply, learning as much as 
she could, then applying what she learned.  She loved travelling – 

whether by car, sailboat or plane – and then swapping stories with friends and family. She loved 
her family dearly and delighted in her beloved granddaughters, Maya and Amber. 

Jean was able to make friends with so many different kinds of people, from her home in 
Burbank, her sorority sisters at San Jose State University, her very close friendships she estab-
lished with her Chatsworth Junior Women’s Club (which became the “Lunch Bunch”), our John 
St. Bunch and neighbors in Manhattan Beach, meeting new people while traveling for years 
on their sailboat Sunset Run, neighbors in Oxnard, Calif. and neighbors when finally settling in 
Oak Harbor, Wash.   She earned her Bachelor of Arts and teaching credential from Cal State, 
Northridge, and her Masters from Loyola Marymount. She taught elementary school in Pacoima. 
One of her favorite jobs was at Nissan, training and marketing, where she helped to raise the 
glass ceiling for women in corporate America.  

She kept in close contact with her Chatsworth Lunch Bunch for decades. She was very close 
with her cousins (born in the same year) from Montana, South Dakota, and New York. She 
was a docent at Lotusland in Montecito because of her great passion for flora of all kinds. She 
enjoyed a local Oak Harbor Book Club, her quilting friends, Bunco group, Deception Pass Sail 
and Power Squadron, her local knitting group, the garden club, and the Channel Islands Yacht 
Club and later, for a few years, the Oak Harbor Yacht Club. Most recently and especially, she 
enjoyed the long breakfast chats with her friends at Whidbey Golf Club.  Her family wishes to 
thank her primary care physician in Oak Harbor, her oncologist of almost a decade and co-work-
ers at WhidbeyHealth in Coupeville, and the kind people at Providence in Everett. There will be 
no services as per her request, and she was interred at Forest Lawn, Hollywood Hills, Los Ange-
les, next to her parents.   In lieu of flowers, donations to the Multiple Myeloma Research Foun-
dation, The American Heart Association, and the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society would be 
appreciated.

Life Tributes can now be found  
online at www.whidbeyweekly.com

1:05 pm, Bailey Rd.
Reporting party advising neighbor contin-
ually uses road on her property without 
easement; refuses to sign easement; 
reporting party put up no trespassing 
sign.

1:18 pm, Hunt Rd.
Goats at location. Unknown who they 
belong to. Reporting party has asked 
around, hasn’t found owner.

1:34 pm, SW Swantown Ave.
Caller advising purchased bicycle off social 
media. Subject now at caller’s residence 
stating it’s their bicycle that was stolen. 
States person is at her home now waiting 
on porch. Aware calelr is calling law 
enforcement.

4:40 pm, Nubian Way
Reporting party states location has meth 
dealer with guns and felonies. States he 
is going with a firm out of state. States 
his name is Richy Rich. States dispatcher 
is piracy. Using many profanities. Unco-
operative. Advised doesn’t need contact. 
ICOM disconnected line.

6:22 pm, W Frostad Rd.
Party advising received vial in the mail. 
Unknown what’s in vial. Got it today.

7:52 pm, SR 20
Female walking on northbound side of 
road wearing a robe. Last seen three 
minutes ago.

10:37 pm, W Sleeper Rd.
Advising stranger walked into house and 
sat down, tried to watch tv. Occurred five 
minutes ago.

FRIDAY, MARCH 19 
12:12 am, Cultus Bay Rd.
Reporting party states female inside 
her home. Unknown name of person, 
unknown how she got in.

7:05 pm, Piper Trl.
States neighbor is cutting down trees 
on reporting party’s property right now. 
Unknown names.

10:28 pm, Pinecrest Ave.
Caller states someone rang doorbell, was 
rambling and jiggled door. Was female, 
saying she is reporting party’s neighbor.

SATURDAY, MARCH 20
1:29 am, Puget Dr.
Reporting party advising neighbor’s lights 
on porch are flashing in a pattern; has 
been going on since 12:45 am; four quick 
blinks, then a pause; two different lights 
with same pattern.

11:09 am, Virginia Ave.
Female walking around neighborhood 
past few hours, was just in reporting 
party’s yard and threatened her. Reporting 
party has never seen her before.

3:38 pm, Nubian Way
Reporting party advising pirate radio 
coming from location; not talking to call-
taker; asking question. Cussing at call-
taker; not directly answering questions.

9:07 pm, Mobius Loop
Reporting party advising mother was in 
an accident in the last few hours and was 
transported to WhidbeyHealth. Has ques-
tions about groceries left in vehicle.

SUNDAY, MARCH 14 
9:16 am, Commercial St.
Advising female in store took water 
bottle; was asked to return; threw bottle 
at reporting party. Has now left.

9:33 am, Smart Ct.
Requesting contact regarding strange 
letter found laying on her lawn making 
several allegations.

10:58 am, Banjo Dr.
Advising friend reported to reporting 
party they just received email regarding 
husband being kidnapped in Mexico.

MONDAY, MARCH 15 
12:03 pm, Bonnie View Acres Rd.
Reporting party advising mailbox removed 
from post; seen floating in pond nearby.

12:19 pm, Blue Lady Ln.
Caller advising ongoing issue with 
neighbor moving property lines; messing 
with trenches, plants being moved. Sent 
caller threatening text yesterday regarding 
issues over the land.

1:33 pm, Crockett Lake Dr.
Neighbor built fence on reporting party’s 
property line; refuses to take down.

3:26 pm, Fort Nugent Rd.
Loose pig and piglet wandering down 
Fort Nugent Road. Reporting party follow-
ing in vehicle for safety.

3:59 pm, Stephen St.
Reporting party advising occurred a few 
days ago; neighbor was on patrol, walk-
ing up and down street in middle of the 
night with shot gun and pit bull. States 
neighbor posted on social media to others 
to be prepared.

7:36 pm, Flag Ln.
Reporting party advising couple of nights 
ago heard gunshots outside, then heard 
a big bang, but never saw anything. 
States tonight put the kids in bathtub and 
noticed a chip in it, found bullet hole and 
bullet lodged in vanity.

7:54 pm, Mobius Loop
Reporting party requesting to know if 
they have any warrants. States number 
given will only be good for 15 minutes, 
requesting call. Reporting party advising is 
going to file a suit “if they don’t call me 
back in that 15 minutes.”

8:39 pm, Mobius Loop
Reporting party recalling. Advising spoke 
to deputy of female variety who called 
outside the parameters that were set. 
Requesting call from different deputy.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17
8:0 0 am, Stewart Rd.
Caller states has several general ques-
tions: 1. Coyotes have been coming onto 
his property and close to his residence. 
Wondering if he can shoot them? 2. Can 
caller have a fire on beach property with 
his own wood?

6:30 pm, Hoffman Rd.
Reporting party advising white female 
in her 40s walking up and down road; is 
concerned for her mental state; she is just 
acting odd and karate-chopping the air.

THURSDAY, MARCH 18 
10:14 am, Gun Club Rd.
Reporting party woke up to find bicycle in 
his front yard.

Seriously, we do not make this stuff up!
Island 911

Report provided by OHPD & Island County Sheriff’s Dept.

’’Pams  Prayer  CornerPams Prayer Corner
In honor of my late mother-in-law,  

Pamela Kaye Young, this column is a place 
where believers can share their prayer requests for others to help lift  

them up in faith. The prayers can be for you, a family member, or anything weighing on your 
soul. Email info@whidbeyweekly.com or call 360-682-2341 to share your prayer requests. 

“Jesus wept.”
 John 11:35 

Heavenly Father, 

We give you the honor and the glory. We need you, oh Lord. The days seem so dark 
and filled with pain, I find myself weeping more than smiling. The air seems to be 
filled with gloom, yet even in the sunshine, it feels like rain. Oh Lord, I am so glad I 
can still feel your presence, knowing you are my strength and my joy. In the words 
of James, “trying times come to make us strong” above all. God, like our Savior 
Jesus, who wept to show his empathy, love and compassion for us, I know your 
grace and mercy surrounds us and your spirit is in us to keep us strong. Praise your 
Holy name. Amen

 Roosevelt Rumble 
 USN Ret. Mins.
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By Mary Elizabeth Himes

Insurance is an agreement between parties 
to transfer risk. This means one party pays 
another party to provide financial com-
pensation in the event of loss of assets, 
property or life. Most Americans are famil-
iar with personal insurance that protects 
their homes and cars; the problem is most 
Americans don’t understand what they 
are paying for. We want to help you have 
a better understanding and over time, 
use this platform to educate you about 
personal insurance and its benefits. 

This past March, our household expe-
rienced the stress and panic of a water 
damage claim. Yes, the insurance 
agent needed to file a claim on her own 
property. A leak from 
the hot water flex pipe 
caused significant 
damage to flooring, 
carpet, drywall, insu-
lation, baseboards, 
sub-floor and 
vanity, half-bathroom, 
hallway and living room. 
The damage hap-
pened in a span of 
90 minutes. It was 
happening while my 
husband watched TV 
and I was in another room relaxing. We 
had come home earlier from an over-
night stay off island. Ninety minutes of 
water spraying from an eighth-inch hole; 
gallons and gallons of water seeped into 
the carpet, under a wall and under the 
house. We were so grateful to be home 
when this happened. This is what insur-
ance policy contracts consider “a sudden 
expulsion of water,” and coverage is pro-
vided to repair or replace damage caused 
by the water to personal property. The 
plumbing, however, is not covered. 

We were able to turn off the water on 
our own, remove standing water and 
extract water from the carpet using our 
carpet cleaning machine. We were frantic 
to get the water out to reduce any mois-
ture that might settle into the flooring 
and under the house. We reported the 
claim and arranged for a company to 
come and remediate (dry out, remove) 
water damaged areas. Part of remediation 
required fans in and under the home to 
blow for about three straight days. So, we 
ended up having to stay in a hotel and eat 
out; this expense is covered under “loss of 
use” and we were reimbursed by turning 
in receipts for the hotel and food. 

Clean up of our premises of dust and 
dirt after repairs was also part of the 
claim, as the carpet removal and dry-
wall repairs released dust throughout 
the home. It would take a total of four 

Insurance and You
weeks and four different contractors 
to get our house back in order. We are 
grateful our coverages were in place and 
we knew what to do. We handled our 
duties as insureds by stopping the cause 
of damage, reporting right away and 
removing any hazards that would cause 
additional damage. The claims adjuster 
from a reputable company was helpful and 
communicative and our contractors were 
able to receive their payments in a timely 
manner. We were treated fairly as insureds 
and all steps and services were explained 
to us. 

Ironically, I got a call from someone 
who was having a terrible time with 
their insurance company and a claim. 
Unfortunately, this person had chosen 

a new and easier way 
to manage her home-
owners insurance and 
used an online app to 
purchase her cover-
age. Quick, easy, and 
less expensive than an 
agent, no extra chatter, 
no selling, consum-
er-friendly. Then she 
had the claim and found 
out why cheaper is not 
always better.  

There was no one immediately available to 
explain her coverages and duties, she was 
unable to get consultation about whether 
a claim should be filed and there was no 
one to come out to SEE what was hap-
pening. Most importantly, there was no 
one to explain to her the limitations of her 
policy and her responsibilities. Her claim 
was denied in part, a result of manipulative 
and confusing wording used in the claim 
report.  

As insureds, we have a responsibil-
ity to report claims as soon as they 
happen. We also have a responsibility 
to pay attention to signs of damage like 
mold, rot, moisture and any signs of decay 
because most policies cover minimal, 
if any, for these coverages and long-
term damage is not covered at all. Look for 
trouble spots by inspecting the walls inside 
and out of the home, checking all sink 
and toilet plumbing connections for leaks 
and looking around the caulking of show-
ers and bathtubs, as moisture may cause 
damage over time. Choose a company 
that provides an agent who can help 
you understand your coverages when you 
need it. 

Contact your insurance agent for assis-
tance understanding your coverage or con-
tact Mama Bear Insurance Services 
(dba Safe Harbor Agency) for a simple con-
sultation to help you understand your 
insurance needs.

Reach out today and let’s talk about your needs.

AUTO INSURANCE
DESIGNED FOR AARP MEMBERS

Mary Elizabeth Himes
Safe Harbor Agency
360-675-6663
MARY@SAFEHARBORWHIDBEY.COM

• SHADOWBOX & NEEDLEPOINT FRAMING

• ARCHIVAL &  
 PRESERVATION FRAMING

• CREATIVE CUSTOM
DESIGNS

• HUGE SELECTION
OF READYMADE MATS
& FRAMES

• FINE ART SUPPLIES

Proudly supporting our 
Military by offering

15% Off Custom 
Framing Every Day
*Cannot be combined with any other offer.

SINCE 1967

“If you want your custom framing beautiful, come to Gene’s!”

“Whidbey’s largest selection of
Fine Art Supplies!”

WHIDBEY’S LARGEST SELECTION OF FINE ART SUPPLIES!

WHIDBEY’S LARGEST SELECTION OF FINE ART SUPPLIES!
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250 SE Pioneer Way • Downtown Oak Harbor • 360-675-3854
www.genesartframing.com

12-5pm Monday-Friday • 10am-2pm Saturday

COUNTRY ROAD LLC
Gravel Driveway Experts
Affordable. Efficient. Local.

Call today for your FREE estimate! 360.421.0670

 mycountryroad.com

Services
Maintenance (Grinding,Grading, Compacting, Etc.)

New Driveway Installation • Parking Area Expansion

COUNTRY ROAD LLC
Gravel Driveway Experts
Affordable. Efficient. Local.
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By Kacie Jo Voeller Whidbey Weekly

After eight years as superintendent for Oak 
Harbor Public Schools and 14 years in the 
community, Lance Gibbon has announced 
he will be leaving the district to pursue other 
opportunities.

Gibbon said he is grateful for his time with 
Oak Harbor Public Schools and looks forward 
to following the district’s growth in the 
future.

“I have spent 14 years of my life here and my 
hope is that the best years of Oak Harbor are 
going to be after I leave, because we have 
just started some of the great things that are 
yet to come,” he said. “I feel like this district 
is in that position right now for things to 
continue to take off in terms of the success 
for our students, the opportunities for our 
students, the expansion of equitable oppor-
tunities for every student and the develop-
ment of our facilities and our programs that 
are to come. And I think it is ready-made for 
a new leader to be able to come in and pick 
up and continue the great work that has 
been started.”

Gibbon will be taking a job as superintendent 
for Snoqualmie Valley School District (SVSD). 
The district’s current superintendent, Robert 
Manahan, announced his plan to retire after 
37 years in public education, according 
to a district communication. Gibbon was 
announced as the new selection in March 
and is set to start July 1.

“I think at this point in my career, one of the 
things that is also (important) is just looking 
at the opportunity for a new challenge and 
professional growth,” he said. “And I do 
believe I have grown the most professionally 
any time that I have changed jobs because 
you learn a new system, you learn a new 
culture, you build new relationships and that 
is exciting and energizing.”

Gibbon said he and his wife are now empty 
nesters, with their youngest son having grad-
uated from Oak Harbor High School in 2020. 

Gibbon said taking the position with SVSD 
will allow the couple to be closer to both 
their sons and other family members.

“It is really where our family is,” he said.

Gibbon, who received his superintendent 
credential and doctorate in executive lead-
ership from Seattle Pacific University, started 
with the district as assistant superintendent 
and became superintendent in 2013. Prior to 
coming to Oak Harbor, he also served as a 
principal in the Anacortes School District.

“The thing that I have come to appreciate 
about district leadership is that as a teacher, 
you have this incredible impact on the lives 
of the students that are right in front of you 
and then as a principal, you have this impact 
on the teachers that then are impacting the 
students,” he said. “And really as a superin-
tendent you have this opportunity to really 
help shape and positively impact an entire 
system.”

He said he felt this year has been difficult 
as students, staff, educators and commu-
nity members have dealt with the impacts 
of COVID-19. However, Gibbon said the 
district’s team came together to find ways to 
do the most possible for students while still 
following safety guidelines, and the district 
was the largest in western Washington to 
incorporate in-person learning to start the 
year. 

“As challenging as this year was, with all 
of these other things going on, I am really 
proud of the outcomes that we have had 
for students and the way that everyone has 
stepped up,” he said. “It has truly demon-
strated a sense of a shared mission and focus 
and collaboration that is honestly more than I 
could have asked for.”

Gibbon said now the focus has turned to 
recovery and he has been happy to witness 
the continued work of staff to create summer 
programs focused on fostering social-emo-
tional well-being for students, from swim-
ming lessons to theater.

“It is really encouraging to me,” he said. 
“And it is inspirational to me to see that 
here we are, after all the struggles that we 
have been through over the past 18 months 
during the pandemic and seeing our staff still 
willing to push the envelope and do what is 
best for our students and get creative.”

Gibbon said he felt the district has moved 
forward and met many goals during his 
tenure. One of his first goals after becoming 
superintendent was to help bolster on-time 
graduation rates, which were at 76 percent 
when Gibbon took on the role. 

“We set the goal of achieving a 90 percent 
on-time graduation rate when I first started 
and a couple things happened,” he said. 
“One is that at that time, we had just passed 
a new levy and we were able to expand our 

support and services for students across the 
levels, but especially at the high school level, 
and within three years’ time we went from 
a 76 percent on-time graduation rate to just 
over 90 percent. And that has pretty much 
stayed there since then.”

Gibbon said another key piece of his time 
with the district included work with sustain-
ability and increasing environmental con-
sciousness. Gibbon said the district worked 
alongside another organization, EarthGen 
(formerly Washington Green Schools), and 
different schools earned different levels of 
certification. Gibbon said the incorporation 
of gardens as outdoor learning spaces, 
especially at the elementary and intermedi-
ate levels, has been a key piece of fostering 
environmental education, alongside the 
implementations of energy-saving measures 
across the district.

“We were encouraged by the Department of 
Education to consider applying as a National 
Green Ribbon District and we did and we 
were one of 14 districts in America to be 
recognized,” he said.

In recent years, Gibbon said the district has 
been having more in-depth conversations 
concerning diversity, equity and inclusion. 
Gibbon said one example of work to increase 
access for all students was Oak Harbor High 
School being the first district in Washing-
ton to receive a grant from the National 
Math and Science Initiative to help pay for 
Advanced Placement tests for students. 

“For us, it is really just taking a hard look at 
where in our school systems are students 
potentially receiving inequitable opportunities 
because of things that are outside of their 
control, whether that is their economic situ-
ation, it could be their race, it could be their 
gender, it could be having a disability,” he 
said. “And we certainly have a lot of progress 
to be made in that area, but we have done 
some great work in, first of all, just removing 
barriers for students financially.”

Gibbon said he has also been working with 
others in the district and the U.S. Department 
of Defense planning a proposal for a bond. 
The bond will be on the ballot in February of 
2022 and will focus on funding the replace-
ment of school buildings in the district, 
including those located at NAS Whidbey. He 
said the package will include about $125 mil-
lion of state and federal funding, along with 
required local match, to replace six school 
buildings and provide a replacement for the 
transportation center.

“That was something that I wanted to make 
sure that funding was secured, all of those 
pieces were in place, and we have now got 
that in place,” he said. “Now of course, it is 
going to be up to the voters to decide if they 
are willing to support that. That is something 
that I have been working on for a number of 

years and that has really come together this 
year and I feel like that is in a good place.” 

Gibbon said he felt Oak Harbor Public 
Schools offered a unique opportunity to serve 
the families of those in the military.

“The other thing I would also say I am 
grateful for during this time here is just the 
privilege of serving our military community 
and the relationships I have built with the 
various base commanders and leadership 
on base,” he said. “That has been such an 
important part of our work and our mission 
here in Oak Harbor.”

Gibbon said he feels as if now is a good 
time to transition and the district is set up 
to continue serving students and expanding 
opportunities. He said the board is currently 
in the process of appointing an interim 
superintendent for the 21-22 school year, 
with plans to find a permanent replacement 
in the coming year.

“The district is in excellent financial shape 
and we have done some great work this 
year,” he said. “I would never want to look 
at a transition without leaving a district in a 
much better place than when I found it and 
we are definitely in a great place right now.”

Looking forward, Gibbon said he feels the 
Oak Harbor community has a bright future.

“My family and I have had a wonderful expe-
rience living on Whidbey Island,” he said. “It 
is a beautiful place, we have loved our time 
here. We have made some good friends and 
built a lot of relationships, so it is hard to 
make that transition, but we are grateful for 
the time that we had together and for the 
work I feel like I have been able to do with 
the community. I believe that there is some 
great work to come.”

For more news and information on OHPS, 
visit ohsd.net.

Oak Harbor school superintendent looks 
forward to future in Snoqualmie Valley

social distance. We will have a handwashing station, we will 
have sanitizer, we will have picnic tables out so your family 
can go sit at the picnic table and enjoy the sunshine and there 
will be hand sanitizer at each table to make sure everyone is 
staying safe and clean.” 

In addition to food and wooden shoes, the chamber has 
something special for veterans and first responders.

“We have teamed up with Operation Gratitude and Navy 
Federal Credit Union—[they] made a substantial donation to 
Operation Gratitude, so we have bags to hand out to veter-
ans, active duty and first responders,” Graham stated.

The bags, which have been assembled by volunteers from 
the Oak Harbor Chamber of Commerce and the local Navy 
Federal Credit Union branch, include personal care items, 
handmade paracord bracelets, and hand-written letters from 
citizens around the nation expressing their appreciation for 
their service. 

This comes as a part of Operation Gratitude’s drive to distrib-
ute 1,000 care packages to veterans on Whidbey Island ahead 
of May’s Military Appreciation Month. In addition to the 
baskets handed out at the Food Truck Turnout, more will also 

be delivered to veterans in nursing and assisted living facilities 
over the weekend. 

“This collaborative initiative offers people a chance to give 
back to area veterans in a tangible way, furthering Operation 
Gratitude’s mission of building community and understanding 
between military service members or veterans and civilians,” 
Operation Gratitude stated. 

The Oak Harbor Chamber of Commerce dedicates this event 
to the community. 

“We want to keep some kind of happening in Holland Hap-
pening,” said Graham. “We’d just like to invite the commu-
nity to come out and have fun and just enjoy the day, because 
this is for them,” she said. 

According to Graham, it was essential to throw an event in 
the place of Holland Happening to keep people hopeful. 

“It’s really important because it’s so fun, and we’re still going 
through COVID...but we still need to be able to put a smile 
on the community’s face,” she said. “We need to have some 
sense of normalcy going, to give that light of hope—that 
there is light at the end of this tunnel and we’re going to get 
there. We’re gonna make it.”

To learn more about the event, visit the Chamber’s website at 
oakharborchamber.chambermaster.com/events. For informa-
tion about Operation Gratitude, visit OperationGratitude.com 
or follow them on twitter @OpGratitude. 

KLOMPEN continued from page 6

Conor Laffey Photo Courtesy of Oak Harbor Public Schools 
Outgoing Oak Harbor Public Schools Superintendent, Lance 
Gibbon, said he is looking forward to the new professional 
challenges and growth that lie ahead of him as he moves on to the 
Snoqualmie Valley School District in July.

Conor Laffey Photo Courtesy of Oak Harbor Public Schools 
Oak Harbor Public Schools Superintendent, Lance Gibbon, is 
saying goodbye to Whidbey Island after eight years at the head 
of the district. Gibbon will begin a new job as a superintendent at 
Snoqualmie Valley School District.

File Photo Courtesy of Oak Harbor Chamber of Commerce 
A beautifully decorated mini klompen drifts its way down the canal during a past Holland 
Happening event in Oak Harbor. This year’s main event is canceled, but the Oak Harbor 
Chamber of Commerce will still hold traditional Klompen Canal Races this weekend.
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Thank you for reading! Please recycle the Whidbey Weekly when you are finished with it.Thank you for reading! Please recycle the Whidbey Weekly when you are finished with it.

   OUR 
Community
An Upbeat Question 
of the week
By Helen Mosbrooker

As someone in the business of farming, what are you doing 
differently in 2021, compared to 2020?

Sheila Case-Smith  
Case Farm, 98 Case Road, Oak Harbor
“We are expanding our offerings of garden starts this year 
so folks can grow more of their own food, and increasing 
our produce sales to include an on- farm stand in addition to 
market sales. “

Julieanna Purdue  

Prairie Bottom Farm, 293 Engle Road, Coupeville
For the 2021 season we are focusing on being intentional and 
not overdoing it. Our CSA ( Community Supported Agriculture)
was a bright spot in 2020 and we are really looking forward to 
it again this year.

Kyle Flack 
Bell’s Farm,892 West Beach Road, Coupeville
The answer is - I am planting and growing more produce! A 
silver lining of the pandemic is that I think our community has 
really recognized the value of local for both healthy food and a 
resilient food system.

Elizabeth Agin 
Maya Farm, 2520 Busby Road, Oak Harbor
Last year it was survival and production. The pandemic forced 
a demand on farmers we were ill prepared for – with changes 
and demands and interests moving faster than we could keep 
up with. Our harvests are planned for before the first seed is 
ever planted, before the first flower is ever in bloom.

This year it is all about rebuilding connections and reminding 
people why we do what we do. 2021 is passion and hope.

We finally all have a moment of mindfulness. On our farm, we’re diversifying and growing 
things we’ve never grown before.

I’m expanding my bee yards to areas I don’t normally go. I’m replanning the foundation of 
our operation to be more efficient so I can have more time as new projects come to light.

2021 is all about being slower, calmer and smarter. A reminder to stop and breathe and 
look around at what you have.

3 6 7 9

4 9

8 9 5 1

5 2 8

7 1 3 4

3 7 6

1 5 4 8

9 3

9 2 8 3

Puzzle 1 (Easy, difficulty rating 0.42)
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Every row of 9 numbers 
must include all digits  
1 through 9 in any order
Every column of 9 numbers 
must include all digits 1 
through 9 in any order
Every 3 by 3 subsection 
of the 9 by 9 square must 
include all digits 1 through 9

On a scale from 1 to 10...4.2

Answers on page 15

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Pituitary hormone 

(abbr.)

 4. Ceramic jars

 9. Monetary units

14. Alias

15. “Superman” actor

16. Britonic tribe

17. Shorten

18. LA Dodgers man-
ager

20. Hoarded

22. Theatrically portray

23. Noah’s grandson

24. Dependent

28. Peyton’s little broth-
er

29. Cools the house

30. Principle part of

31. Type of wrap

33. Peels

37. Commercial

38. Make an attempt

39. Arrange in steps

41. U. Utah athlete

42. Old English

43. Trade

44. Nostrils

46. Ticket seller __Hub

49. Of I

50. Institute legal pro-
ceedings against

51. Takes apart

55. Doorway

58. Long int’l river

59. Trailblazing athlete 
Gibson

60. Former CBS News 
host

64. Sign language

65. Badgerlike mammal

66. Thin strips of wood

67. Brooklyn hoopster

68. Portents of good or 
evil

69. Footwear

70. When you think 
you’ll arrive

CLUES DOWN
 1. Batflower genus

 2. Predatory seabirds

 3. Fish farm

 4. Arrangements

 5. Go in advance of 
others

 6. Bulgarian monetary 
unit

 7. “__ Maria”

 8. W. African ethnoreli-
gious group

 9. Wild Asian oxen 
genus

10. Vinegary

11. To this

12. Explosive

13. Female sibling

19. Orlando museum 

(abbr.)

21. Type of hoop

24. About Holy Father

25. Academic environ-
ment

26. Extremely angry

27. Surrenders

31. Swiss mountain pass

32. Sharp mountain 
ridge

34. Erases

35. Spielberg’s alien

36. Absurd

40. Dorm worker

41. Used to make pesti-
cides

45. The sister of your 
father or mother

47. A way to let know

48. Can’t produce much 
vegetation

52. Small streams

53. Folk singer DiFranco

54. Weights

56. Start over

57. Black Sea resort city

59. Wimbledon champ

60. Corporate executive 
(abbr.)

61. Unskilled actor who 
overacts

62. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!

63. Of or relating to ears

YOUR GUESS IS AS GOOD AS OURS WEATHER FORECAST
Thurs, April 22

North Isle

H-61°/L-48°
Partly Sunny

 

South Isle

H-61°/L-47°
Partly Sunny

Fri, April 23
North Isle

H-59°/L-47°
Cloudy with
PM Showers

South Isle

H-59°/L-45°
Cloudy

Sat, April 24
North Isle

H-54°/L-44°
Rain

South Isle

H-52°/L-45°
Rain

Sun, April 25
North Isle

H-55°/L-43°
Cloudy

South Isle

H-57°/L-43°
Cloudy

Mon, April 26
North Isle

H-55°/L-44°
Mostly Cloudy

South Isle

H-58°/L-44°
Mostly Cloudy

Tues, April 27
North Isle

H-58°/L-46°
Mostly Cloudy

South Isle

H-61°/L-46°
Mostly Cloudy

Wed, April 28
North Isle

H-59°/L-46°
Mostly Cloudy

South Isle

H-62°/L-46°
Showers

Answers on page 15
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$8995 $8995 $8595

$7995*
4 cyl

$8995*
6 cyl

$9995*
8 cyl

$11995

UP TO

 

Most cars up to 5 qts. 5W20, 5W30, 10W30.  Other grades extra. Some filters cost extra. 
Vehicles with Skid Plates may be extra. Plus $1 Environmental Disposal Fee. 

$4495
Full 

Synthetic

$3895
Includes 4X4 & SUV $1*

Per gallon
of Unleaded

Limited Time Only
*Ask for details

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR
Flat Rate Auto Repair 

only $8995 per hour
always

FREE ESTIMATES!
At Hilltop Service Center we only repair 

and replace parts that are needed. 
We will not oversell or install unnecessary 

parts. We are highly trained brake 
technicians, not high pressure sales people.

NEED BRAKES?
WE CAN SAVE YOU UP TO $250 
ON BRAKE SERVICE 
VERSUS OUR 
COMPETITORS.
WARRANTIED 
AT 30K 
LOCATIONS 
NATIONWIDE.
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To place an ad, email classifieds@whidbeyweekly.comTo place an ad, email classifieds@whidbeyweekly.com

US Postal Mail Whidbey Weekly
 Classified Department
 PO Box 1098
 Oak Harbor, WA 98277

Email .............classifieds@whidbeyweekly.com
Telephone .................................(360)682-2341
Fax ............................................(360)682-2344

PLEASE CALL WHEN YOUR ITEMS HAVE SOLD.
Please try to limit your classified to 30 words or 
less, (amounts and phone numbers are counted 
as words) we will help edit if necessary. We 
charge $10/week for Vehicles, Boats, Motor-
cycles, RVs, Real Estate Rental/Sales, Business 
Classifieds and any items selling $1,000 and 
above. We do charge $25 to include a photo. The 
FREE classified space is not for business use. No 
classified is accepted without phone number. 
We reserve the right to not publish classifieds 
that are in bad taste or of questionable con-
tent. All free classifieds will be published twice 
consecutively. If you would like your ad to be 
published more often, you must resubmit it.
Deadline for all submissions is one week prior to issue date.

CLASSIFIED INFORMATION

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Island Shakespeare Festival is 
seeking new members to join 
our Board of Directors. We’re 
looking for people who are 
passionate about high-quality 
live classical theater and can 
devote time and energy to 
support the work of Island 
Shakespeare Festival’s import-
ant cultural, social, and fiscal 
position on Whidbey Island. 
Our current needs include 
individuals with backgrounds 
in the following areas: human 
resources, donor relations, 
finance, as well as other 
skills related to overseeing a 
performing arts organization. 
Board members are asked to 
provide input and feedback 
to the Board and staff of ISF, 
attend one full board meeting 
per month, serve actively 
on board committees, and 
attend activities and events 
sponsored by ISF. Women 
and persons of color strongly 
encouraged to apply. For more 
information, please contact 
jeff.natter@islandshake-
spearefest.org.
Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Island County (BBBSIC) is ac-
tively seeking new member(s) 
for its Board of Directors. Join 
the board’s exciting array 
of professionals! BBBSIC 
is seeking individuals who 
are committed to defending 
the potential of youth in our 
community through their time, 
skill sets, and influence in the 
community. To complement 
the existing board, candidates 
with expertise in accounting, 
law, nonprofit management, 
networking, or fundraising 
are of particular interest. 
Committed to diversifying its 
board to better represent our 
community, BBBSIC encour-
ages BIPOC and LGBTQIA 
community members to in-
quire. Please contact admin@
bbbsislandcounty.org for more 
information. 
The Island County Medical 
Reserve Corps (ICMRC) is a 
local network of volunteers 
organized to improve the 
health and safety of communi-
ties on Whidbey and Camano 
Island. Volunteers include 
medical and public health 
professionals as well as other 
community members with no 
prior healthcare background. 
ICMRC utilizes volunteers to 
strengthen community health, 
enhance emergency response 
capabilities, and boost com-
munity resiliency. They prepare 
for and respond to natural 
and manmade disasters such 
as winter storms, flooding, 
earthquakes, as well as public 
health emergencies such as 
disease outbreaks. If you 
are interested in volunteer-
ing please go to the Island 

County MRC website for 
more information or contact 
s.ziemer@islandcountywa.gov
If you are looking for a mean-
ingful volunteer opportunity, 
look no further! When you 
volunteer at one of the Habitat 
for Humanity of Island County 
stores, you are helping local 
families attain decent, afford-
able housing. Income from the 
stores is vital to giving families 
a path to homeownership. We 
need people who can commit 
to help out in our Oak Harbor 
or Freeland store at least two-
hours per week. Schedules are 
flexible. Our friendly volun-
teers provide customer service, 
help with receiving donated 
household items and furniture, 
and maintain the store. We 
also need drivers and driver 
helpers who will professionally 
represent Habitat as they pick 
up donated items using our 
trucks. Please call either store 
for more information. Oak Har-
bor: 360-675-8733, Freeland: 
360-331-6272.
College student? Student 
of history? History buff? 
Opportunities are available to 
spend constructive volunteer 
hours at the Pacific Northwest 
Naval Air Museum. Go to 
www.pnwnam.org and click 
on "Volunteer" or just stop by 
and introduce yourself.
Mother Mentors needs vol-
unteers! Oak Harbor families 
with young children need your 
help! Volunteer just a couple 
of hours a week to make a 
difference in someone's life! 
To volunteer or get more info, 
email wamothermentors@
gmail.com or call 360-321-
1484. 

JOB MARKET
Administrative Assistant/
Customer Service Position: 
Small health and life insur-
ance agency seeking full-time 
administrative assistant/
customer service person. 
Successful candidate will be 
responsible for general office 
administration as well as 
customer service. Must be able 
to work independently and to 
be a contributing member of a 
team. Responsibilities include: 
Answering incoming telephone 
calls and greeting/assisting 
clients; Clerical: word process-
ing, data entry, spreadsheets, 
communication composition, 
scheduling, project coordina-
tion, and filing; Administrative 
sales support. Skills required: 
Excellent customer service 
and telephone techniques; 
Attention to detail with strong 
organizational and math 
skills; Ability to multi-task 
and function with frequent 
interruptions; Microsoft office 
software skills and knowledge; 
Ability to work independently. 
Prefer local, South Whidbey 

resident. Must be available 
immediately. Please send cover 
letter and resume to jjins@
whidbey.com (3)
Whidbey SeaTac Shuttle & 
Charter is hiring for Dispatch/
Customer Service Representa-
tive. Seasonal, and part-time 
with the opportunity to move 
to full-time. Competitive 
wages and a great work 
environment, paid accrued sick 
and vacation. Requirements: 
At least 2-3 years customer 
service experience (Phone 
reservation experience a plus); 
Strong organization skills; 
Knowledge of Microsoft Excel, 
Word, and Outlook. Responsi-
bilities: Assist customers with 
booking shuttle reservations; 
Answer customer questions 
regarding shuttle and charter 
bookings; Dispatch shuttle 
and charter drivers to maintain 
schedules, shuttle routes, 
and monitor passenger 
reservations. Please contact 
Joanne Skaar, office manager, 
360-679-4003 for additional 
details. Download the applica-
tion at seatacshuttle.com and 
click Join Our Team. (3)
Whidbey SeaTac Shuttle & 
Charter is hiring CDL Drivers. 
We offer competitive wages 
and a great work environment, 
paid accrued sick and vaca-
tion, great tips. Requirements: 
+25 years of age; Current 
Washington State driver 
license with a clean driving 
record; Pass DOT pre-employ-
ment drug test, DOT medical, 
and background check; 
Preferred Class C with a P2 
endorsement; Non-CDL – we 
will train in accordance with 
DOT and FMCSA standards. 
(Obtain CDL within 2 months). 
Responsibilities: Report to 
work on time with a positive 
attitude; Maintain a shuttle 
schedule; Teamwork mentality; 
Love driving. Please contact 
Joanne Skaar, office manager, 
360-679-4003 for additional 
details. Download the applica-

tion at seatacshuttle.com and 
click Join Our Team. (3)
Maintenance Worker I/II/III: 
The Town of Coupeville has a 
current opening for a Mainte-
nance Worker Level I, II, or III. 
This is a non-exempt position 
performing manual to journey 
level work and other duties as 
assigned, in the streets, parks, 
buildings and utilities of the 
town. This is a full-time posi-
tion, wage scale ranging from 
$20.52 to $30.17 per hour, 
depending on experience. For 
a complete job description, 
including minimum qualifi-
cations for each level, and 
instructions on how to apply, 
please visit our website: www.
townofcoupeville.org/join-our-
team/. Applications will be 
accepted until the position is 
filled. Town of Coupeville is an 
EOE. (3)
Seasonal Maintenance Worker: 
The Town of Coupeville has a 
current opening for a Seasonal 
Maintenance Worker. This is a 
temporary position, perform-
ing manual to journey level 
work and other duties as 
assigned, in the streets, parks, 
buildings and utilities of the 
town. Pay rate - $14.50 per 
hour. For a complete job de-
scription, including minimum 
qualifications for each level, 
and instructions on how to 
apply, please visit our website: 
www.townofcoupeville.org/
join-our-team/. Applications 
will be accepted until the 
position is filled. Town of 
Coupeville is an EOE. (3)
Sierra Pool Attendant: Sierra 
Country Club HOA in Coupe-
ville is seeking a part-time 
Pool Attendant for the summer 
2021 pool season. Minimum 
applicant age is 16. Varied 
schedule. Shift 11am-7pm, 3-4 
days/week; $13.50/hour. De-
tails and application available 
at: http://sierracountryclub.
net/index.php/Jobs_&_Volun-
teering (3)
Island Thrift in Oak Harbor is 
now hiring one full-time and 

No Cheating!
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one part-time position. Please 
inquire in person to 600 SE 
Barrington Drive (0)
Island Transit is Hiring! If you 
are looking for a solid career 
with great pay and benefits in-
cluding two retirement plans, 
we are hiring. Visit www.is-
landtransit.org/employment to 
apply. Island Transit is a drug 
and alcohol free workplace 
and an equal employment 
opportunity employer.

ANIMALS/SUPPLIES
Natural Barnyard Topsoil - 
Good for gardens, flower 
beds, etc. Unscreened, 10 yard 
loads, $225 delivered. South 
Whidbey. 360-321-1624
Excellent grass hay, no rain, 
good for horses, $7 per bale. 
20 bale minimum. Good qual-
ity round bales available also. 
360-321-1624
If you or someone you know 
needs help in feeding pet(s), 
WAIF Pet Food Banks may be 
able to help. Pet Food Banks 
are located at WAIF thrift 
stores in Oak Harbor (465 NE 
Midway Blvd) and Freeland 
(1660 Roberta Ave) and are 
generously stocked by dona-
tions from the community. If 
you need assistance, please 
stop by.

WANTED
WANTED: We buy running 
or not! We recycle cars, 
trucks, motorhomes, 
travel trailers, motorcy-
cles, boats, tractors, dump 
trucks and much more. 
Free estimates on junk 
removal and junk vehicle 
removal. TJ’s Recycling, 
360-678-4363 
Art, Antiques & Collectibles. 
Cash paid for quality items. 
Call or text 360-661-7298
Was your Dad or Gramps in 
Japan or Germany? I collect 
old 35 mm cameras and 
lenses. Oak Harbor, call 970-
823-0002
Always buying antiques, 
collectibles, sporting 
goods, tools, garden 
equipment, furniture, ve-
hicles, tractors and boats. 
Cash paid at loading out. 
45 years experience. 360-
678-5888 or text 360-969-
1948.

Thank you for reading! Please recycle the Whidbey Weekly when you are finished with it.

Happy Birthday, 
Noah
We Love You!

Look who’s 
turning 22!
Look who’s 
turning 22!

Happy Birthday, 
Noah
We Love You!



PRACTICE  PROGRESS  SUCCEED

LOCAL, AFFORDABLE
ACADEMIC SUPPORT

STUDY TABLE
Bring your laptop for a quiet, supervised place to work.

HOMEWORK HELPER
Bring your laptop and homework, and get some help from 

a certificated teacher with 20 years experience.

ORGANIZATION
A learning coach can help you create a system that 

will work for YOU to stay organized. This can be 
worked into a study table or homework helper 

session, or can be scheduled separately.

TIME MANAGEMENT
A learning coach can help you create a schedule 

that will help you maximize your time during the day. 
This can be worked into a study table or homework 

helper session, or can be scheduled separately.

GROWTH MINDSET &
SEL STRATEGIES

Strategies will be introduced to help students manage
anxiety and stress of school during a pandemic. Social 
and emotional learning strategies, and growth mindset 
activities can be worked into a study table or homework 

helper session, or can be scheduled separately.

Open & accepting students
231 SE Barrington Dr, Ste 104, Oak Harbor

360-682-6154

@BFF.LEARNING98277

bfflc98277

bff.learning98277@gmail.com

www.bff-98277.com

Three Taproom Locations
Oak Harbor | 780 S.E. Bayshore Dr.

Coupeville | 103 S. Main
          Freeland | 5488 S. Freeland Ave.

penncovebrewing.com

Great Beer.
Delicious Food.

Outdoor Seating.
Cheers!

CRAFT. COMMUNITY. COLLABORATION.

NEW!
WHIDBEYISLANDHERB.COM

Phone and online ordering available through Leafly
5565 VAN BARR PLACE, UNIT F, FREELAND, WA

360-331-0140 I Summer Hours 9am-8pm Daily

SPRING INTO 
SUMMER FUN!

Experience the Island’s best cannabis.
Explore our menu and save with 
our daily and monthly specials.

This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, and judgment. 
Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. There may be health risks associated with 

consumption of this product. For use only by adults twenty-one years of age and older. Keep out of the reach of children.

BEE Ready For Summer!

360-675-3005 - Anywhere on Whidbey
FREE ESTIMATES • LICENSED & INSURED
www.crystalcleanwindowswhidbey.com

Veteran Owned And Operated

CRYSTAL CLEAN 

W NDOWS 
      &  M O R E  L L C

Buzz Me 
Today 
For
Clean 
Windows
Clean 
Roof
Clean 
Gutters

150 SE Pioneer Way • Oak Harbor • 360-679-3533

THE BRANDS YOU WANT
FROM THE PLACE YOU TRUST

WEBER
TRAEGER 

GREEN EGG
STIHL

BENJAMIN MOORE
DEWALT, SCOTTS

& MORE!

WEBER
TRAEGER 

GREEN EGG
STIHL

BENJAMIN MOORE
DEWALT, SCOTTS

& MORE!
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746 NE Midway Blvd • Oak Harbor 
360-675-5777

info@whidbeymemorial.com
www.whidbeymemorial.com

Serving all Whidbey Island and beyond

360-929-1452 • www.forgetmeknotcakeco.com

Celebrate With 
CAKE!

O�er ends April 30, 2021. 
Annual Membership Fee auto-billed 45 days after signup.

thrivecommunity�tness.com

The Side Door
Barbershop

The Side Door
Barbershop
Sue Johnson

Experienced Barber
Retired NAS Whidbey
Barber Shop

360-672-8622
1131 SE Ely St
Oak Harbor

Credit Cards
Preferred

Open Wed-Sat
9am-5pm

Sign-in when you 
arrive and wait in

your vehicle.
Masks required.
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